
CHURCH ST. ALBERTof

Speaking in Ireland on Aug. 25, 2018, Pope Francis 
exhorted parents around the world to remember that 

they are the “first teachers of the faith” in their homes:
“The first and most important place for passing on the 

faith is the home, through the quiet daily example of parents 
who love our Lord and trust in His word.” 

While Catholic parishes and schools are certainly 
invaluable resources in the spiritual formation of children, 
the Church has always emphasized the dominant role of the 
parents in providing strong examples of the faith for their 
children.

With this teaching in mind, our parish made the shift 
just over a decade ago from a conventional “drop-off” 
faith formation arrangement to Total Lifelong Catechesis, 
or TLC — a program designed to bring individuals and 
families across all walks of life together for an evening of 
fellowship and formation. 

Each month, parishioners are invited to gather for a TLC 
session based on the three Ms — Mass, Meal and Message. 
Families gather for Mass and then enjoy a potluck meal 
together before delving into the month’s faith formation topic. 
Following an opening activity for the whole group, children 
break off into classes based on age, while the adults are 
presented with a speaker or a video on a specific topic. After 
time for small-group discussion, the children return for the 
concluding prayer and send-off.

Since parents receive formation on the same topics that 
their children explore in the classroom, they are then able 
to incorporate those aspects of the faith into the family’s 
everyday life at home. 

“Total Lifelong Catechesis is really a family model of 
formation,” says St. Albert Religious Education Coordinator 
Jean Wold. “Our goal is to help educate our parents so they 
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can in turn pass that on to their children. We respect what the 
Church says about parents being the principal educators of 
their children, so we want to give them the tools and equip 
them to be comfortable educating their children at home.” 

In recognizing the domestic church — the home — as the 
most important setting for faith formation, the TLC program 
fulfills the Lord’s design for the collaboration of parents and 
the Church in a beautiful way.

“God knows best,” Jean says. “He has given these precious 
children to these parents, and He has equipped them in a very 
unique way for that vocation. Studies show that parents are the 
biggest influence on children. If the parents are talking about 
the faith, living it and witnessing to it, then the children will 
find the beautiful gift that we are given in the faith and find the 
true happiness that God wants for us.”

The parents and children who participate in the Religious 
Education program at St. Albert enjoy the opportunity to 
journey in their faith together as a family. They are also able 
to tailor the program to their own schedule and style as they 
discuss and put into action the tenets of the faith discussed at 
the monthly gatherings.

The TLC program creates a strong sense of community 
among the attendees. While families with young children 
and adolescents make up the majority of participants, 
all parishioners may benefit from the adult speakers and 
discussions, as well as the time for fellowship. In addition 
to parents and children, there are also several grandparents, 
unmarried individuals and married couples without children 
who regularly attend the program.

“It really forms community and friendship,” Jean 
says. “We are all a family at St. Albert, so we want people 
sharing experiences and learning from one another. The 
TLC program provides a place to be a community that 
encourages and strengthens each other.”

God is calling all of us to an intentional discipleship, 
inviting us to fully live our faith each and every day. By 
experiencing faith formation as a family and community, and 
then bringing what we have learned into our homes, schools 
and places of work, we are answering that call in a very clear 
way. Thanks to the Total Lifelong Catechesis program here at 
St. Albert, we are all given the opportunity to continue to grow 
as disciples of Christ!

Interested in participating or volunteering with the Total Lifelong Catechesis program? 
Please contact Religious Education Coordinator Jean Wold at 763-497-3782 

or stalbertmnfaithformation@gmail.com. You may also sign up to volunteer or 
register for the 2020-21 school year through our parish website at 

www.churchofstalbert.org/tlc-totallifelong-catechesis

A Religious Education Program for Everyone
continued from front cover

Catechists talk with the children during a Total Lifelong Catechesis gathering.
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A  L E T T E R  F R O M  O U R  P A S T O R 

Are We Truly an Easter People?

During a visit to Croatia when 
he was pope, St. John Paul 

II proclaimed, “Do not abandon 
yourselves to despair. We are the Easter 
people, and Alleluia is our song.” Are 
we really the Easter people? I think we 
should be.

This is still the Easter season and 
it continues throughout this month 
until Pentecost Sunday, May 31. What 
does that mean, however, to be Easter 
people? Being an Easter person has 
much to do with how we view our faith 
and how we live it out. Stewardship 
people are Easter people. 

Jesus is so alive for us on Easter 
Sunday morning. He needs to be alive 
for us and in us every day, and certainly 
in these days that follow Easter. At the 
time of His Resurrection, His followers 
did not whisper “He is risen” — they 
shouted it and rejoiced! That is how we 
need to approach our faith as well. 

During Lent leading up to 
Easter, we did not use Alleluia in our 
liturgies. We put it away until Easter, 
and I missed it. But then, it made it 
even better when it came back over 
and over on Easter and throughout 
this Easter season. St. John Paul II 
was telling us all that we are not just 

an Easter people, but we are also an 
Alleluia people. We are called to 
exemplify Alleluia in everything we 
do. Think about it. Who is an Alleluia 
person? Certainly, it’s someone who 
seems to just brim over with the Good 
News, constantly reflecting the joy 
of being a Christian and a Catholic. 
It is also possible to be an Alleluia 
person in quiet ways, but others do 
need to see that God is alive in us in 
everything we do.

Easter began with the Easter Vigil, 
but it did not end on Easter. That was 

the beginning. One indication to us 
that Easter is going on right now is a 
change in how we identify the Sundays 
throughout May. For many years, the 
Sundays that followed Easter during the 
Easter season were called the “Sunday 
after Easter.” When the Church adopted 
the new liturgical calendar, that was 
changed to “Sunday of Easter.” Thus, 
we are not winding down from Easter 
— we are in the midst of it.

We became Easter people at our 
Baptisms. We should be Easter people 
every day and every week and during 
every season. Being an Easter person is 
acknowledging our call to discipleship 
and stewardship. We should begin and 
end everything with Alleluia. Alleluia 
— Hallelujah — means quite simply 
“Praise to God.” It is not just something 
we sing, chant or say. It is something we 
live. By living our lives in praise of God 
— stewardship is, after all, a way of life 
— we can be and are an Easter people. 

Sincerely yours in Christ,

 
 

Fr. Peter Richards 
Pastor

Dear Parishioners,
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The end of the 2019-2020 school 
year at St. Michael Catholic School 

— StMCS — is a bittersweet one for 
outgoing Principal Jenny Haller. After 
serving as Principal of the school for 16 
years, Mrs. Haller transitioned to a new 
role at the beginning of April when she 
became the first Director of Excellence 
for the nonprofit organization Catholic 
Schools Center of Excellence — CSCOE. 
While she will greatly miss her time 
at StMCS, Mrs. Haller knows that the 
school will continue to thrive under its 
new leadership.

“It’s been a delightful year of 
continuous improvement,” Mrs. Haller 
says of the 2019-2020 academic year. 
“This team of faculty, staff and parents 
are a solid, committed and faithful 
group. Everyone collaborates for the best 
opportunities for our students, and the 
school is really a tremendous place to be. 
They are positioned beautifully because 
of who they are to carry on with great 
success, and I believe that God has already 
hand-picked my successor.”

When the next school year opens 
with a new Principal at the helm, there 
are many programs that will continue to 
fulfill the StMCS mission of “Living for 
Christ. Learning for Life.” Academically, 
the achievement of students in language 
arts is expected to continue soaring, thanks 
to the Believe and Read program taking 
place at the school through a partnership 
with Groves Academy. This three-year 
program brings a literacy coach to StMCS 
once a week to model lessons for teachers 
and provide feedback on their classroom 
instruction, in addition to offering monthly 
professional development opportunities. 
After a successful first year, the partnership 
between StMCS and Groves Academy will 
continue for another two years.

In addition to providing quality 
academics, StMCS focuses on the spiritual 
development of its students as well. The 
Positivity Project is a school-wide program 
that teaches students about virtues and 
character strengths. And whether the 
students are learning about the historical 
life of a saint as part of their social studies 

class, or writing on a faith topic for a 
language arts class, the Catholic faith is 
interwoven throughout the curricula.

“The ability to embed our faith across 
content areas is absolutely the most special 
thing about being a Catholic school,” 
Mrs. Haller says. “All of our teachers are 
Catholic. They choose StMCS because of 

Strong Academics, a Faithful and Loving Community at St. Michael Catholic School

“The ability to embed our faith across content areas is absolutely the most 
special thing about being a Catholic school. All of our teachers are Catholic. 

They choose StMCS because of their commitment to their faith, and they strive 
to connect that all the way through.” — Mrs. Jenny Haller, Outgoing Principal

Outgoing St. Michael Catholic School Principal 
Jenny Haller is now the Director of Excellence at 

the Catholic Schools Center of Excellence.

continued on page 5

“THEY  BOTH  WALK  BESIDE  YOU”
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Strong Academics, a Faithful and Loving Community at St. Michael Catholic School

their commitment to their faith, and they 
strive to connect that all the way through.”

The centrality of Christ to the school’s 
mission is evident at the beginning of 
each week — after the first bell rings on 
Monday, the entire school community 
gathers in the gym for Weekly Welcome 
and Worship. Following a prayer, students 
with birthdays that week are blessed with a 
special blessing song, and the virtue of the 
week is introduced. Each school day for the 
remainder of the week begins with a prayer, 
and the school gathers as a community for 
Mass every Friday morning at 7:45 a.m. on 
St. Michael’s main church campus. 

Mrs. Haller extends the invitation to 
all St. Albert parishioners to attend these 
Friday Masses and become involved in the 
school in any way possible.

“We thank the parishioners of St. Albert 
for their prayerful and financial support,” 
she says. “We are also always open to 
volunteers supporting teachers in the 
classrooms, in our cafeteria or on the 
playground — they need not have a 
child or grandchild at the school. We are 
thankful for their prayer, volunteerism 
and financial support.”

Many St. Albert parishioners not only 
support StMCS, but also have children 
attending the school. Tom and Kristen 
Berning have three children at the school 
— fifth-grader Anthony, fourth-grader 
Katy, and first-grader Lauren. 

For the Bernings, sending their children 
to StMCS is a natural way of blending their 
church and school communities.

“Our school and our church have 
really unified our family,” Kristen says. 
“I was raised Protestant and Tom was 
always a devout Catholic. Getting to 
know friends in the school community 
and watching our children develop in the 
faith turned my eyes toward the Catholic 
faith, and I converted. But I think it all 
kind of started when we baptized our first 
child and the deacon said to me, ‘You 
really only have one job as a parent, and 
that’s to get your child to heaven.’ So how 
do we plant seeds of grace to help them 
grow? I think our Catholic school has 
really done that for us.”

Since joining the school community 
at StMCS, the Bernings have enjoyed the 
increased interaction between St. Michael 
and St. Albert Parishes. 

“It really has been two-fold for our 
family — what we learn in our parish 
inspired us to bring our children to Catholic 
school, and both sides strengthen one 
another,” Kristen says. “There are school 
families that go to St. Michael and school 
families that go to St. Albert, and we’re all 
very unified. It’s fun to see how the two 
parishes work together and complement 
each other.

“We are all here for each other,” she 
adds. “Last year, my mom was very sick 
with cancer, and it just meant everything to 
pick up my kids and have them tell me that 
they were starting every school day praying 
for my mom. That support is one of the 
things I have found so valuable about our 
school. Between our St. Albert Parish and 
our school, they both walk beside you.”

St. Albert parishioners Tom and Kristen Berning are thankful to have found a wonderful academic and 
spiritual environment at St. Michael Catholic School for their three children, Anthony, Katy and Lauren.

“THEY  BOTH  WALK  BESIDE  YOU”
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A Stewardship Prayer

Jesus, teach us to pray. Help us to manage our 
time so that we can spend it with You.

Holy Spirit, fill us with your gifts. May we 
offer ourselves in sacrifice for all in need.

Father, give us generous hearts. Help us to 
manage our finances and to give You priority.

As your faithful disciples, we ask this for 
ourselves and people everywhere, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen

= Currently Involved  = Interested in Joining

FA I T H  F O R M AT I O N

  First Holy Communion and 
Reconciliation Catechist

  Live Outdoor Nativity
Total Life-Long Catechesis – TLC 

  TLC Classroom Catechist
  TLC Greeter/Hall Monitor
  TLC Material Preparation
  TLC Meal Preparation
  TLC Nursery

  Vacation Bible School/Totus Tuus

YO U T H  M I N I S T R Y A D U LT L E A D E R S

  Youth Discipleship Group Leader
  Youth Ministry Event Chaperone

YO U N G  A D U LT F O R M AT I O N  & 
M I N I S T R Y

  Young Adult Faith Sharing
  Young Adult Theology on Tap 

Planning

A D U LT FA I T H  F O R M AT I O N 

  Adult Bible Study & Faith Sharing
  Alpha Study Group
  Catholic Watchmen
  Christ Renews His Parish 

Retreats
  Rite of Christian Initiation for 

Adults – RCIA Team
  RCIA Participant
  RCIA Sponsor

PA R I S H  O U T R E AC H

  Engel Haus Ministry
  Funeral Lunch Ministry

PA R I S H  O U T R E AC H  ( C O N T I N U E D )

  Parish Festival Volunteer
  Prayer Blanket Ministry
  Prayer Chain
  Respect Life Outreach
  Sharing & Caring Hands
  Vocations Chalice

C O M M I T T E E S

  Adult Faith Formation Committee
  Buildings & Grounds Committee
  Cemetery Committee
  Eucharistic Adoration Committee 
  Finance Committee
  Liturgy Committee
  Parish Festival Committee
  Parish Pastoral Council
  Religious Education Board
  Stewardship Council
  Welcome Committee

A S S O C I AT I O N  A N D  G R O U P S

  Council of Catholic Women
  Catholic United Financial
  Knights of Columbus Council 4174
  Serra Club (for Vocations)
  Society of St. Vincent de Paul

continued on next panel
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through
Stewardship
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The Catholic Church in the Heart of Albertville

hurch of St. Albert

This past autumn, St. Albert parish leadership 
conducted the 2020 Stewardship Renewal. 

The Renewal gave our parish a chance to discern 
how we are using our gifts of time, talent and 
treasure in service to the parish and in return to God. 
This month, we are happy to share with you some of 
the highlights of the Renewal.

• There were 139 commitment cards received 
from 42 percent of active households.

• There were 1,186 prayer commitments — 
the stewardship of time — from 93 percent 
of participating households.

• Some of the prayer commitments included: 
Attend Mass every Sunday and on Holy 
Days, 124 commitments; Spend 15 minutes 
a day in personal prayer, 101 commitments; 
Pray for our priests, 95 commitments.

• There were 598 ministry commitments 
— the stewardship of talent — from 78 
percent of participating households. Of 
these, 62 were new ministry commitments, 
while 536 were re-commitments to parish 
ministries.

• Some of the ministry commitments 
included: Parish Festival Volunteer, 85 
commitments; Council of Catholic Women, 
41 commitments; Knights of Columbus 
Council 4174, 26 commitments; Usher, 
26 commitments; Vocations Chalice, 26 
commitments.

• There were 98 offertory commitments — 
the stewardship of treasure — from 71  
percent of participating households. The 
average pledge was $1,657.

Highlights of Our 2020 Stewardship Renewal

DURING A CRISIS
Adversity is a part of life. We may face family strife or 

financial issues. We may experience a personal or family 
medical crisis. We may suffer the loss of a loved one.

The thought of not being able to attend Mass as a result 
of a crisis — such as the one we are experiencing today with 
the COVID-19 pandemic — is devastating. 

Right now, it may seem challenging to remain a faithful 
steward. We may even question our faith and wonder how to 
find God during these turbulent times.

Where do we turn?
First and foremost, we must pray without ceasing. During 

a difficult time, you can always turn to the Church’s treasury 
of prayer. Take time each day to read the daily Scripture 
readings — they can be found at USCCB.org, and then by 
selecting the date on the calendar on the home page. You can 
also use the many rich resources of our faith to engage in 
spiritual reflections each day as an individual and with your 
family. This can include simple prayers like an Our Father and 
Hail Mary a few times a day, as well as praying the Rosary, 
the Liturgy of the Hours, and Stations of the Cross, among 
others. Many resources for these are easily found online.

It is also important to remember that at times when 
you cannot physically attend Mass, Sunday remains a holy 

day, and you are encouraged to pray. You can participate 
in prayer by way of televised or live-streamed Mass 
— St. Albert’s has livestream on our parish website at  
www.churchofstalbert.org and our Facebook page at  
www.facebook.com/stalbertmn.

During times of crisis, we must also find ways to use 
our talents to serve God. If you are unable to participate in 
ministries and serve your parish community, you can still 
use your talents to serve your family and those closest to 
you. Something as simple as calling to check on family and 
friends — or even doing a video call — can go a long way.

Finally, we must try to remain good stewards of our 
treasure. You may have lost your job or have seen a reduction 
in work hours and pay. But despite your hardships, a faithful 
steward must faithfully try his or her best to return a portion 
of your treasure to God however He is calling you to do 
so. Check the parish website for online giving opportunities 
and do what you can to return a portion of your treasure to 
God.

No matter the situation, God always remains faithful 
to us. Don’t forget that everything God gives us is a gift, 
and the way in which we share our gifts with God and our 
neighbor is ultimately how we give Him glory.

KEEPING THE FAITH 

http://USCCB.org
http://www.churchofstalbert.org
http://www.facebook.com/stalbertmn
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Though most of us associate the summer months with things 
like vacationing, fun in the sun, and a general reprieve from 

the more hectic pace of the school year, it’s important not to let 
the lazy days of summer negatively impact our spiritual life. After 
all, faith isn’t something that gets a vacation — instead, it’s a 
relationship into which we are called to continuously enter more 
deeply. Religious Education Coordinator Jean Wold describes this 
as one of the core messages of Totus Tuus, an annual faith camp 
held here at the parish for our youth.

“This is such a special opportunity for youth, especially 
during the summer when they are all out of school,” Jean says. 
“Faith isn’t something we take a break from. We want to keep 
building upon what they’ve learned over the school year, always 
helping them develop that relationship with the Lord.”

Totus Tuus is a Latin phrase meaning “totally yours.” Jean 
says this perfectly sums up the program, which is really all about 
inspiring and encouraging parish youth to fully entrust their lives 
to the Lord.  While the ultimate focus of Totus Tuus is teaching 
young people about the faith, program leaders make certain that fun 
is built in throughout the day. The week consists of opportunities 
for both communal and personal prayer time, entertaining skits 
and performances, water games and athletic activities, silly songs, 
small-group discussions, age-appropriate discussions and, of 
course, the reception of the sacraments.

“The entire focus is really on developing young people’s 
relationship with Jesus Christ so that they can grow in their 
friendship with Him, which then leads them to a relationship with 
God the Father and the Holy Spirit,” Jean says. “To help foster 
this, the program really emphasizes the importance of cultivating 
a relationship with both the Blessed Mother and the Eucharist.”

The camp is divided into two sessions — a Day Camp for 
youth in first through sixth grades beginning on Monday, July 
20, through Friday, July 24, from 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; and the 
Prime Time evening session for middle and high school youth, 
beginning on Sunday, July 19, and lasting through Thursday, 
July 23, from 7-9:15 p.m. daily. The camp is facilitated by four 
young adult missionaries who travel throughout the Archdiocese of 

Diving Deeper into the Faith Through the 
TOTUS  TUUS  SUMMER  PROGRAM

Though catechesis is certainly part of the program, 
it’s done in a fun and exciting way, helping the faith 

come alive for our youngest members.

One of our 2019 Totus Tuus missionaries leads a lesson.continued on back cover



HOLY MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekend:
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.

Weekdays:
Tuesday & Wednesday: 7:30 a.m.

Reconciliation times:
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. to 8:45 a.m.
Wednesday: 8:00 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.
Saturday: 2:00 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.
1st Saturdays: 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

11400 57th St. NE • P.O. Box 127 
Albertville, MN 55301
763-497-2474
churchofstalbert.org

Totus Tuus Summer Program   continued from page 7

We invite all parishioners to support this year’s Totus Tuus program however they can — be it 
through intercessory prayer, food donations, the gift of hospitality, or actual time. To register 
your child or for more info, visit www.churchofstalbert.org/summer-faith-programs, or 

contact Jean Wold at 763-497-3782 or stalbertmnfaithformation@gmail.com.
At press time, Totus Tuus is still on as scheduled, but please check the bulletin or parish 

website for updates on schedules that may change due to the COVID-19 outbreak.

St. Paul and Minneapolis, sharing the joy and love of Jesus 
Christ through their example. 

“Each year, it’s just amazing to witness how the young 
children and teens respond to the witness of these missionaries,” 
Jean says. “They are so impacted by how they live out the faith, 
how joyful they are, and how engaging they are in inviting the 
youth into that relationship with the Lord.”

Yet, in addition to the missionaries, an army of parish 
volunteers is also needed each year to make the program 
possible. Parishioners are needed to assist within the 
classrooms, to organize snacks and lunches, to serve as a 

host to our Totus Tuus ministries, volunteer as a greeter, 
and much more. Jean says this is a great way for middle 
and high school-age youth to put their faith into practice, 
receiving from the Prime Time sessions each evening and 
then giving of themselves the following day as a volunteer 
for the Day Camp.

“We welcome adults, middle school and high schoolers to 
come and help out as camp helpers,” Jean says.  “We’re all called 
to be good stewards of everything God has given us and to be as 
engaged as possible in our faith. This is a great way for our teens 
to grow in the faith while also being of service to others.”

http://churchofstalbert.org
http://www.churchofstalbert.org/summer-faith-programs
mailto:stalbertmnfaithformation@gmail.com

